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' The European society
is at present in a profound
identity crisis. Following the

EU enlargement to the east, simultaneously with
the growth of the economic market and the
diversification of the labour market, the new
member states have also brought new visions
concerning the  development of the European
supra-state structure. From this point of view,
the EU's integrationist tendency was altered
from its initial objectives, both by adding
particular features specific to each new member
state and by supporting a more accelerated
process, which would reduce the existing
development gaps.

Unfortunately, nowadays we are witness-
ing the escalation of a parochial extremist
discourse, capable of emotionally impressing the
population, especially in the western part of the
continent, regarding the magnitude and
consequences of some enlargement side-
effects, inherent in the context of globalization,
such as the migration of labour force, a more
equitable distribution of resources at the EU
level or the new neighbourhood policy.

Training the New European Leaders -
a Priority of the Council of Europe's Network of
Schools of Political Studies

In the past, what we might call today the
"European dream" was the result of some
visionary projects undertaken by responsible
statesmen, prepared to confront all the chal-
lenges resulting from the profound change of the
post-war western societies. These changes
would not have been possible without the exis-
tence of some political leaders at the height of
the tasks to be accomplished.

Presently, the European project is
continuously challenged, following the rejection
of the Lisbon Treaty by the citizens of the Repub-
lic of Ireland after a referendum, thus creating
the premises of further complications. At the
same time, the European Union is not yet the
credible, coherent and legitimate partner at the
international level that some would have wished.

On the national level we are also
witnessing the rise of leaders having a populist
discourse, a mixture of nationalism, extremism
and political radicalism very uncharacteristic to
the European communitarian spirit and rather
inclined towards the totalitarian and
authoritarian currents of the interwar period. The
danger is real and its spread does not stop under



formal borders or cultural barriers, being adopt-
ed as an authentic model within political tactics,
also by some political parties from the traditional
ideological currents, which are trying to maxi-
mize electoral performances by renouncing to
doctrine and substance and by basing them-
selves on image and myths with emotional con-
tent.

Fortunately, at European level there are
still some politicians, and also political, social
and economic activists, who have understood
what challenges and dangers we are dealing
with and who are trying to consolidate the dem-
ocratic spirit based on the respect of fundamen-
tal rights and liberties of each citizen, regardless
of his ethnic, social or racial origin. They have
realised that only the investment in the future
can become an efficient protection against the
rebirth of phantoms from the past and that the
most important field to this end is the political
training of the new leaders in the spirit of the
democratic values promoted by the Council of
Europe within the space of its 46 member states.

Initially conceived to contribute to the
consolidation of democracy and of the pluralist
institutional framework on the countries of
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, this model
can become the embryo of a new movement of
renewal of the European political class (and
even its re-foundation, which will overcome

national borders) and of resuming the positive
and optimistic discourse concerning the
European project. In today's globalised world we
cannot have relations with the others by being
protected only through formal barriers, in an
authentic ivory tower, but we must confidently
look around us, with a certainty deriving from
competence.

The role of the Council of Europe's Net-
work of Schools of Political Studies is to incul-
cate these principles to its participants from the
present 16 countries, with the hope of a really
promising future for the European continent. Its
success will be the guarantee that our society is
moving in the proper direction.
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Activities of the 2007-2008 Edition

In October 2007 a selection for the fourth edition of
the Ovidiu Sincai European School was organized.
As a result, 37 people became participants in this
edition. Their
first  seminar,
having as main
theme Prepar-
ing the Elites for
Communicating
in the Public
Space, was
organized in the interval 13-16 December 2007 at
the Aro Palace Hotel from Brasov. The lectures were
presented by George David, Professor at the State
University for Political Studies and Administration,
Communication and Public Relations Department -
Communication in Crisis Situations, Diana Cismaru,
Lecturer at the State University for Political
Studies and Administration - Image Strate-
gies and Evolution and Prevention of Organ-
isational Conflicts, loan Deac, Professor at
the National Defence University - Introduc-
tion to the Negotiation Theory and Aurora
Liiceanu, Senior Researcher at the Psychol-
ogy Institute of the Romanian Academy -
The Psychological Dimension of Communi- §
cation in the Public Space.

The Second Seminar, having as main theme Politics
and Society in a European Democracy, was organ-
ized in the interval 10-13 April 2008 at the Tarnava
Hotel from Odorheiu Secuiesc. The lectures were
presented by Alexandru Radu, Professor at the Fac-
ulty of Political Science, "Dimitrie Cantemir" Christ-
ian University, Bucharest - The Relation between the
Functions of Political Parties and Electoral Systems,
Gabriel Andreescu, Director of the New Review of
Human Rights - Community, Individual, Liberties and
Constraints, Bogdan Olteanu, Speaker of the Cham-
ber of Deputies, President of the Honours and Arbi-
trage Court of the National Liberal Party - The Rela-
tion of the Politician with the Citizens, Daniel Barbu,
Professor at the Political Science Department of the
University of Bucharest - Limits of Democracy and
Doru Pop, Professor at the Faculty of Theatre and




Television, Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca -
Mass Media: Freedom and / or Responsibility.

The Third Seminar, having as main theme Romania
in The European Union: Hopes And Achievements,
was organized in the interval 19-22 June 2008 at the
Mila 35 Complex from the Danube Delta. The lec-
tures were presented by loan Deac, Professor at
National Defence University, Bucharest - Romanians'
Free Movement: Realities and Perceptions, Adrian
Severin, Member of the European Parliament, Head
of the Romanian Social Democratic Delegation, for-
mer Minister of For-
eign Affairs (Decem-
ber 1996 - December
1997) - The Future of
Europe: Federation
or Con-federation?,
Marius Profiroiu, Pro-
fessor at the Acade-
my of Economic
Science, Bucharest,
former State Secre-
tary within the Min-
istry of the Adminis-
tration and Interior
(July 2003 - Decem-
ber 2004) - The EU
Budget. Develop-

ment Perspectives, llie Serbanescu, economic ana-
lyst, former Minister of Reform (December 1997 -
April 1998) - The Economic Effects of the Accession
to the European Union and Anne Juganaru, Director
of the Ovidiu Sincai European School - The Reflec-
tion of European Themes in the Romanian Mass
Media.

















































































