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Training the New European Leaders - 

a Priority of the Council of Europe's Network of 

Schools of Political Studies 

The European society
is at present in a profound
identity crisis. Following the

EU enlargement to the east, simultaneously with
the growth of the economic market and the
diversification of the labour market, the new
member states have also brought new visions
concerning the      development of the European
supra-state structure.  From this point of view,
the EU's integrationist tendency was altered
from its initial objectives, both by adding
particular features specific to each new member
state and by supporting a more accelerated
process, which would reduce the existing
development gaps.

Unfortunately, nowadays we are witness-
ing the escalation of a parochial extremist
discourse, capable of emotionally impressing the
population, especially in the western part of the
continent, regarding the magnitude and
consequences of some enlargement side-
effects, inherent in the context of globalization,
such as the migration of labour force, a more
equitable distribution of resources at the EU
level or the new neighbourhood policy. 

In the past, what we might call today the
"European dream" was the result of some
visionary projects undertaken by responsible
statesmen, prepared to confront all the chal-
lenges resulting from the profound change of the
post-war western societies. These changes
would not have been possible without the exis-
tence of some political leaders at the height of
the tasks to be accomplished.

Presently, the European project is
continuously challenged, following the rejection
of the Lisbon Treaty by the citizens of the Repub-
lic of Ireland after a referendum, thus    creating
the premises of further complications. At the
same time, the European Union is not yet the
credible, coherent and legitimate partner at the
international level that some would have wished.

On the national level we are also
witnessing the rise of leaders having a populist
discourse, a mixture of nationalism, extremism
and political radicalism very uncharacteristic to
the European communitarian spirit and rather
inclined towards the totalitarian and
authoritarian currents of the interwar period. The
danger is real and its spread does not stop under



formal borders or cultural barriers, being adopt-
ed as an authentic model within political tactics,
also by some political parties from the traditional
ideological currents, which are trying to maxi-
mize electoral performances by renouncing to
doctrine and substance and by basing them-
selves on image and myths with emotional con-
tent.

Fortunately, at European level there are
still some politicians, and also political, social
and economic activists, who have understood
what challenges and dangers we are dealing
with and who are trying to consolidate the dem-
ocratic  spirit based on the respect of fundamen-
tal rights and liberties of each citizen, regardless
of his   ethnic, social or racial origin. They have
realised that only the investment in the future
can become an efficient protection against the
rebirth of phantoms from the past and that the
most    important field to this end is the political
training of the new leaders in the spirit of the
democratic values promoted by the Council of
Europe within the space of its 46 member states.

Initially conceived to contribute to the
consolidation of democracy and of the pluralist
institutional framework on the countries of
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, this model
can become the embryo of a new movement of
renewal of the European political class (and
even its re-foundation, which will overcome

national borders) and of resuming the positive
and       optimistic discourse concerning the
European project. In today's globalised world we
cannot have relations with the others by being
protected only through formal barriers, in an
authentic ivory tower, but we must confidently
look around us, with a certainty deriving from
competence.

The role of the Council of Europe's Net-
work of Schools of Political Studies is to  incul-
cate these principles to its participants from the
present 16 countries, with the hope of a really
promising future for the European continent. Its
success will be the guarantee that our society is
moving in the proper direction.
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In October 2007 a selection for the fourth edition of

the Ovidiu Sincai European School was organized.

As a result, 37 people became participants in this

edition. Their

first seminar,

having as main

theme Prepar-

ing the Elites for

Communicating

in the Public

Space, was

organized in the interval 13-16 December 2007  at

the Aro Palace Hotel from Brasov. The lectures were

presented by George David, Professor at the State

University for Political Studies and Administration,

Communication and Public Relations Department -

Communication in Crisis Situations, Diana Cismaru,

Lecturer at the State University for Political

Studies and Administration - Image Strate-

gies and Evolution and Prevention of Organ-

isational Conflicts, Ioan Deac, Professor at

the National Defence University - Introduc-

tion to the Negotiation Theory and Aurora

Liiceanu, Senior Researcher at the Psychol-

ogy Institute of the Romanian Academy -

The Psychological Dimension of Communi-

cation in the Public Space.

The Second Seminar, having as main theme Politics

and Society in a European Democracy, was organ-

ized in the interval 10-13 April 2008 at the Târnava

Hotel from Odorheiu Secuiesc. The lectures were

presented by Alexandru Radu, Professor at the Fac-

ulty of Political Science, "Dimitrie Cantemir" Christ-

ian University, Bucharest - The Relation between the

Functions of Political Parties and Electoral Systems,

Gabriel Andreescu, Director of the New Review of

Human Rights - Community, Individual, Liberties and

Constraints, Bogdan Olteanu, Speaker of the Cham-

ber of Deputies, President of the Honours and Arbi-

trage Court of the National Liberal Party - The Rela-

tion of the Politician with the Citizens, Daniel Barbu,

Professor at the Political Science Department of the

University of Bucharest - Limits of Democracy and

Doru Pop, Professor at the Faculty of Theatre and 5

Activities of the 2007-2008 Edition
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Television, Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca -

Mass Media: Freedom and / or Responsibility.

The Third Seminar, having as main theme Romania

in The European Union: Hopes And Achievements,

was organized in the interval 19-22 June 2008 at the

Mila 35 Complex from the Danube Delta. The lec-

tures were presented by Ioan Deac, Professor at

National Defence University, Bucharest - Romanians'

Free Movement: Realities and Perceptions, Adrian

Severin, Member of the European Parliament, Head

of the Romanian Social Democratic Delegation, for-

mer Minister of For-

eign Affairs (Decem-

ber 1996 - December

1997) - The Future of

Europe: Federation

or Con-federation?,

Marius Profiroiu, Pro-

fessor at the Acade-

my of Economic

Science, Bucharest,

former State Secre-

tary within the Min-

istry of the Adminis-

tration and Interior

(July 2003 - Decem-

ber 2004) - The EU

Budget. Develop-

ment Perspectives, Ilie Serbanescu, economic ana-

lyst, former Minister of Reform (December 1997 -

April 1998) - The Economic Effects of the Accession

to the European Union and Anne Juganaru, Director

of the Ovidiu Sincai European School - The Reflec-

tion of European Themes in the Romanian Mass

Media.



Mechanisms and Problems of 
Public Funds Reallocation

by Georgian Pop 

The construction of public budgets
is, by excellence, a financial exercise. For financials,
one of the main preoccupations is the accomplish-
ment of a balance between public revenues and pub-
lic spending. But the budget construction itself tran-
scends the restrictive framework of financial analy-
sis, because the premises from which financials start
represent, in most cases, opportunities or constraints
of a social, political-ideological and economical ori-
gins. Public funds are a "hard" link between the polit-
ical system and society, as the result of their use
(public services, infrastructure, cleaning etc.) are,
ultimately, the expression of political     maturity of the
managers: parliamentarians, ministers, mayors,
county and municipal councillors. Public budgets are
complex phenomena due to the fact that they reunite
elements of an economic political and social nature.
Therefore, an exhaustive approach of the budget
laws implies and inter-  disciplinary undertaking.

The Budget as Power Phenomenon
and Media Performance

The budget law of each year expresses the
particular conception of governments concerning

public funds. For this reason, a consensus on the
budget is difficult to achieve. Lack of consensus is
manifested at political or social level. At a political
level, the discontents of political parties or politicians
is regulated through constitutional mechanisms. For-
mally, politicians contest the budget through punctu-
al amendments, when a certain budget chapter is
aimed at or through voting "against", which   repre-
sents a disproval of the budget as a whole. The lack
of consensus sometimes occurs at social level, too.

Governmental fiscal and financial policies can
produce discontent among certain social categories.
In such cases, the disproval is manifested through
civic mechanisms and, usually, takes the form of
trade union actions. In the Romanian social space
the   budget annually displays the features of a
media    phenomenon, as it "takes life" through large-
ly covered disputes and controversies. Politicians
are debating to a great extent because their own
projects - local, regional or national - are not to be
found   within the list of projects financed from the
public budget. Such situations occur because the
budget, as a political phenomenon, has the "power"
to operate over some traditional distinctions:
power/opposition, managers/taxpayers. These cate-
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gories are dimly  specified. The budget tends to
divide the political class, at informal level, into two
categories: advantaged (when individual projects are
achieved through budgetary, fiscal or financial impli-
cations) and disadvantaged. 

Those advantaged by the budget structure are
usually the politicians who have the mechanisms of
convincing that their projects deserve to be included
in the structure of budget spending.

For the governments, the budget structuring is a
sort of "cold shower" of the ration between projects
and achievements. Protection of the poor, through
the minimal revenue, restructuring of the energy
sector, professionalization of the army, improvement
of medical service are concrete projects whose
achievement depends, most often, on the percent-
age of GDP allocated. These percentages transform
ministers in advantaged or disadvantaged people. In
some cases the budget is the moment of a review
and of developing new strategies. In other situations,
on the contrary, the budget can be a confirmation of
specific or generalized failures. For elected politi-
cians - parliamentarians, mayors, local councillors -
the budget represents a test of credibility. Credibility
can be translated, in many cases, through "budget-
ary leverage". Concretely, each party, each county
organization and each politician will have a
"budgetary leverage" when his electoral promises
(more or less correlated to his own lifetime projects)
can be found in the structure of public spending.
Financial equations around the budget confer

political realism to electoral offers, making the
difference between feasible promises, for which
money is allocated, and non-feasible ones, lacking
financing sources. Budgetary leverage can take
various forms: consolidation of a county road,
renovating a school, insuring water supplies for a
village are, often, electoral offers which can be
"honoured" through allocation of money from the
budget (local or  national). But the "budgetary
leverage" takes not only financial forms but also fis-
cal ones, such as tax exemptions and temporary
taxes. The advantaged ones are, at the same time,
the mayor or the president of the County Council,
when they have sufficient money for the stringent
problems of the communities. 

In most cases, the "budgetary leverage" is
correlated with the image of a good manager. There
are, for example, mayors who have convinced,
through their previous achievements related to road
consolidation, solving problems related to gas
supplies, current water, school and hospital
renovation, cleaning etc. But, at the same time, the
budgetary leverage, that is the allocation of budget-
ary funds, can be also obtained through the feasibil-
ity of the proposed projects. However, there is a sort
of informal hierarchy between politicians, even if this
is not reflected publicly, following the criteria of
competence in the administration of public money;
these hierarchies coincide to a certain extent with the
formal hierarchy. The mistake of several politicians is
that they think the electorate appreciate them for the
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media performance and not for their effective
achievements. That is why some politicians invest
more in the media discourse rather than in the
effective actions of promoting an advantageous
budgetary configuration for the electorate they  rep-
resent. Actually, for the citizens the ultimate impact of
the budget is reflected in their   living standards. If
you cut losses and tame inflation the public will
appreciate you, too. Otherwise, image      campaigns,
electrifying talk-shows will not be capable of stopping
the fall in          credibility, as people feel the exces-
sive taxation, poverty and unfulfilled needs.

National Funds and the Politicians

Each year, the theme of national budget
administration has an important place on the agenda
of mass media. As a result of media coverage, a ten-
dency seems to have established within the collec-
tive psychic towards overbidding the role of politi-
cians in the      management of public funds, as if the
politicians would be the basis of all things around us.
In reality, statistical data tell us the contrary: politi-
cians are only the third manager of funds in the coun-
try, after companies and families. The approximately
415,000 companies of Romania and almost 10,000
NGOs manage up to 60    billion dollars per year (the
so called annual turnover). 

The money administered by politicians represent
the state budget, of approximately 6 billion dollars
(annual revenues), the social insurances budget, of
approximately 2 billion dollars and public loans, of

about 2 billion per year. The figures show us that
Romanian politicians are less important for public
funds than families and companies, including the
NGOs. Ten years ago, things were different. Now,
the money are in the hands of families and compa-
nies and the fact that the state has less money is a
sign of  normality.

Taxation Level in Romania

Public budgets are made up of taxes and fees.
The share of taxes and fees - generically called tax-
ation - is a delicate problem for any politician from
each parliament in the world, as the level of taxes is
ultimately reflected into the purchasing power of the
citizens. The fact that you have to pay taxes is, for
the citizen of today, as     natural as it was for the
people of the Middle Age. But, at the same time,
establishing the tax level is a matter that has repeat-
edly shaken history. In the modern era, the preroga-
tives of fiscal policy were taken over by the state,
through  governments. In time, social attitudes con-
cerning    fiscal policies have witnessed changes and
they are decisively dependent on the effects they
generate within each society.

For the Romanian citizen, taxation formally means
paying direct and indirect taxes (to the state budget,
central or local) and contributions to special funds.
For firms, taxation is that part of the annual turnover
that is due to the state through direct and indirect
taxes. 
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Romania is a country with a high taxation level.
Compared to other countries, in Romania there are
high levels of income tax and labour force tax. For
example, 70% of income spending of a company go
to the state budget through the wage tax and the
contributions to the health insurances, social
insurances and unemployment funds. In Hungary
this percentage does not go over 50%, in Poland and
the Czech Republic it is around 40%, in countries
with tradition regarding taxation and social protection
- such as Sweden and Denmark - it is around 50%
and in the United States it barely exceeds 30%.
These percentages concretely express the financial
loads for a company to maintain a job. Why are there
these   differences between fiscal loads of compa-
nies from one state or another? In countries with a
deeper social tradition in economy, such as Sweden,
direct taxation of incomes and of labour force is high-
er but it       translates into a higher quality of social
and medical assistance, in infrastructure investments
etc.

In Romania, social controversies concerning the
issue of taxation are generated by the ratio between
collected taxes and their public use: social assis-
tance, roads,  medical assistance etc. Taxes are high
but the quality of their public utility is pretty low. The
government usually explains the high taxes through
demographic and economic arguments.

The demo-economic balance is seriously
affected by the fact that the number of retired people
(6 million) exceeds that of employed people (4

million). The Romanian economy is not sufficiently
dynamic either to allow that the most part of budget
incomes comes from the taxation of economic
circulation. Additionally, the Romanian state has
serious problems regarding the collection of
budgetary incomes, mostly as a  onsequence of the
high taxation level. While, for  example, the income
tax is collected 100% from VAT arrears, consume
tax, the customs tax are at the level of billions. Also,
state companies have arrears of billions concerning
payments for retirement contributions, health
insurances or unemployment contributions. This
explains why the state has continuously increased,
since 1990, the ceilings for those income categories,
considered to be "secure".

10



11

Why Does Politics Ruin the Spirit in Church?

by  George Radulescu

I am not in a rush to admit that
those people saying that Romanians go to church
only when something bad happens to them or when
a big lottery prize is waiting to be won are right. I nei-
ther agree with the fact that many of our co-nationals
mistake the faith in God with superstition / do not see
any difference between the faith in God and
superstition. 

It is a known fact that, after so many years in
which materialism and the proletarian cult prevailed,
our spiritual being became thinner and thinner.
Another true fact is that the material / economic
pursuit has left our spirits behind. Some could have
predicted this kind of confusion, taking into
consideration the deprivations and fears the Roma-
nians endured in the 1980's. 

After the Romanian Revolution of 1989 things
have changed radically, maybe without us realising it
properly. There were some series of graduates who
studied religion as school subject and this can be
seen nowadays especially in their behaviour, despite
the free wickedness of the conjunctural supporters of
the "freedom of spirit". Voltaire's expression when
confessing his atheism: Alors, l`atheisme c`est votre
religion can be very well applied to the latter.

As we speak about it, I can't stop smiling
when thinking of those people who accused Ion Ilies-
cu of being "free of spirit", those people who are now
militating in favour of the "freedom of  spirit" in    pub-
lic schools. Meanwhile, the person losing the   pres-
idential elections to Emil Constantinescu, only
because he "dared" to suggest that he did not
believe in the existence of Divinity in 1996, is now
talking to the abbots in Romania and is now kissing
sacred icons. I would not hurry, not even now, to
doubt the honesty of this gesture. As we all have
known and seen, people change. Unfortunately, only
some of us are willing to admit this, the others pre-
ferring to have the same prejudices accumulated
during the transition period, following the humilia-
tions endured in the specified period of time. 

As a matter of fact, we can see even inside
the church that we are not used to forgive. Some of
our bishops do not seem to resist the temptation of
using their power discretionary, knowing that only
God can take them away of their thrones, during
their earthly existence. They are stealing their own
mitres and loose their holy spirit, because they are
miming piety. This may be one of the causes for
which ordinary Christians feel their superiors are



miming piety. Still, this is a completely different dis-
cussion, that does not influence at all the religious
feelings of stable people. 

In exchange, many issues harming the image
of the church arise more and more disturbingly,
especially when small politicians, from the moral
point of view, are accepted in pews, wearing sheep
coats, forever ready to "demonize" the Christians
having the right to vote. They never come alone in
churches, they come accompanied by as many
reporters and cameramen as possible. Unfortunate-
ly, this example was given, especially in the last
years, by the first man in Romania. Electoral cam-
paigns emphasize the phenomenon, and the deroga-
tion given to the priests, who now have the right to
run for positions as local councillors, makes the phe-
n o m e n o n
impossible to
u n d e r s t a n d .
Why are all
t h e s e
h a p p e n i n g ?
The reason
given by the
church, that the
Christian bish-
ops had always
done what they
wanted to, is
incorrect and
outdated. The

issue is that the "core" of the Church, the laic intelli-
gence, broke    during communism. The Church does
not use lawyers, doctors or architects or other repre-
sentatives of other corporations, very important in
their domains, in order to make Its voice heard in the
society. For example, the Catholic Church had used
these people as spokesmen for a while now, the
effects being seen in the image of the Catholic
Church. This is why, in Western countries, politicians
follow the church, not the other way round.
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From a philosophical and highly
metaphorical perspective, the travel-

er is a being returning to her own authenticity. She
travels within, in between and across cultures as
both a micro-social reformer and a person with a
philosophical edge. The traveller I am discussing
about here is more like a "bee" in a process of con-
scious self-pollination. 

This is not a wildly new perspective on the
metaphor of the traveller. Sir Francis Bacon used the
metaphor of flower centuries ago, in 1625. In his
work Of Travel, he said: … he [the traveller] doth only
prick in some flowers of that he hath learned abroad
into the customs of his own country. 

Who is the ironist? 

Rorty's ironism is a post-analytical notion
created around a certain profile of an individual, an
ironist. Considering Rorty's definition in Private Irony
and Liberal Hope an "ironist" is "someone who fulfils
three conditions: (1) She has radical and continuing
doubts about the final vocabulary she currently uses,
because she has been impressed by other vocabu-
laries, vocabularies taken as final by people or books

she has encountered; (2) she realizes the argument
phrased in her present vocabulary can neither
underwrite or dissolve these doubts; (3) insofar as
she philosophizes about her situation, she does not
think that her vocabulary is closer to reality than oth-
ers, that is in touch with a power not herself. Ironists
who are inclined to philosophize see choice between
vocabularies made neither within a neutral and
universal meta-vocabulary nor by an attempt to fight
one's way past appearances to the real, but simply
by playing the new off against the old."

We understand that "final vocabulary" is the
outcome of socialization and education and that it
has local, cultural, social and political pregnant fea-
tures. The definition captures the fact that the ironist
enjoys creatively different vocabularies as a continu-
ous inspiration to their own vocabulary, continuously
"under construction." The ironist entertains an open
vocabulary celebrating change and difference.

A first very important aspect concerning
Rorty's ironist is that she is not an ironical person.
Irony is enjoyable but it puts a distance between the
person who is ironic and the others, a distance that
often gives way to malice or intolerance, presented
in a more attractive, humorist package. The ironist is

The Ironist "T raveller"

by Henrieta Anisoara Serban
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ironical only to the extent where she enjoys the
paradoxes of life and knowledge. She is not some-
one who considers that "any term in his vocabulary
has as correspondent something of a real essence." 

Vocabulary exposure and polyphony

Opening the perspective of the ironist seen as
a traveller among various vocabularies, the core
argument of the paper underlines the dimension of
polyphony and dialogue between identity and alteri-
ty, between the cultural relativism and cultural speci-
ficity.

It is the metaphorical travelling among vocab-
ularies that bring both cultural relativism and cultural
specificity at their best. The bodies occupy the space
with vocabularies of both pragmatism and desire.
The network of dreams, interests, and aims shape
vocabularies closer to a final vocabulary, while they
bound people to places. In a phrasing of Michel de
Certeau:  "These dances of bodies haunted by the
desire to live somewhere tell interminable stories of
the Utopia we construct in sites through which we
pass."

And this network may be indeed a Utopia. Or,
sometimes the network would be a Distopia, when
the people are forced to inhabit a prescribed final
vocabulary as in the newspeak imposed within the
totalitarian regimes of Eastern Europe, and especial-
ly in Romania, or as in Orwell's 1984. Such people

were the opposite of travellers as the prisoners of
vocabulary, space and ideology.
The vocabulary we inhabit, the vocabulary that
bounds us to a place offers multitudes of suggestions
concerning the meta-narratives and the minute-nar-
ratives of our lives. The flowers of difference shape
the ironist "castle" along her spiritual, lifelong learn-
ing and political journey of self-pollination.

The relevance of the ironist traveller

The lessons in tolerance brought to the fore
by the ironist traveller are obviously valuable but
tremendously difficult to grasp. The ironist traveller
does not believe she is in touch with a power not
herself, meaning that she does not believe is closer
to reality than the others. Hence, her perspective
over things is inherently tolerant, non-judgmental, on
the one hand, and post-modern, on the other. From
her standpoint, travelling through cultures may a
heroic endeavour because it is individualizing, but in
a way she is continuously challenging this individual-
ization herself. She is quite the opposite of the trav-
eller described by Albert Camus.  In his perspective
what gives value to travel is fear. It is the fact that, at
a    certain moment, when we are so far from our
country … we are sized by a vague fear, and the
instinctive desire to go back to the protection of old
habits. This is the most obvious benefit of travel. At
that moment, we are feverish, but also porous, so



that the slightest touch makes us quiver to the
depths of our being… This is why we should not say
that we travel for pleasure. There is no pleasure in
travelling, and I look upon it as an occasion for spiri-
tual testing…Pleasure takes us away from ourselves
in the same way that   distraction, as in Pascal's use
of the word, takes us away from God. Travel, which
is like a greater and graver science, brings us back
to ourselves.

The ironist traveller is in this manner brought
to herself, as well, but never tempted by the
instinctive desire to go back to the protection of pre-
vious final vocabularies, because her own vocabu-
lary is   continuously under self-suspicion. She con-
siders that all vocabularies offer the chance to get
closer to the   reality which is the potential sufferance
and           humiliation. From this perspective, fear of
potential sufferance and humiliation is not only what
gives value to travel. It also triggers the desire to
travel to get enriched, empowered, and even, to
some extent, reassured by the experience of other
people and vocabularies. 

Relativism in Question

The ironist traveller is both a modern and
post-modern character. She creates a specific rela-
tivist culture around her, beneficial for tolerance and
celebrating both diversity and specificity. The expo-
sures of vocabularies to one another paradoxically

clarify and change the vocabularies under scrutiny. 
The ironist traveller is articulating, at a differ-

ent and more contextual level, post-modernity and
modernity, postmodernism and modernism. She
encounters humans not cases and their vocabularies
are treated as metaphors for other people lives, and
not as theories or paradigms that might just prove to
be imperfect at a closer investigation. From this
perspective she displays many of the features of the
traveller. Her own vocabulary is a heavy luggage.
Many pieces of it may prove to be unnecessary for all
she knows. But all that she drops and all that she
might pick up will happen in time and with an effort,
after a wise consideration of consequences. 

Given the constellations of ambiguities related
to all the defining perspectives on postmodernism
and the matter of truth Stanley Grenz shows in A
Primer on Postmodernism that: "[Postmodernism]
affirms that whatever we accept as truth and even
the way we envision truth are dependent on the com-
munity in which we participate . . . There is no
absolute truth: rather truth is relative to the commu-
nity in which we participate." (1995:8).

But this description of postmodernism is not
ascribing truth exclusively to a certain community.
The truth of a vocabulary is only relative. But one
vocabulary can be closer to reality than others in
some cases. While in some cases a subjective deci-
sion is sufficient, in other cases a more scientific
approach might be suitable. This observation does
not  necessarily lead to the elimination of the "failing
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vocabulary" or to labelling it as such. The new
scientific findings do not necessarily erase the
preceding theories.
It is the assumption that the vocabulary assigned to
a certain person or community is closer to reality that
is dangerous. Certain experiments and specific trains
of thought might lead to a hierarchy of positions and
sentences, but not of vocabularies. Vocabularies
equal life experience in Rortian terms. 

The ironist thirst for knowledge is the engine
of her travelling thrives. Her appetite for knowledge is
not entirely modern. It is not based on the search for
truth or on scientific methods. It is more              sen-
sitivity to metaphor than a scientific endeavour. Rorty
noticed that our culture has been increasingly con-
scious of itself as resting on nothing more solid than
such a geyser.

On the other hand, the exposure to different
vocabularies is like an exposure to mystery. To

understand different vocabularies means to open
oneself to alterity and to the contextualism and his-
toricism   characterizing somebody else, his or her
life. Always something remains postponed, to be
understood later and always something awakens in
us as we encounter through (or behind?) vocabular-
ies the complex       ethical and almost religious expe-
rience of suffering and humiliation. 

Is ironism an awakening from "the infinite
sleep where our being floats"? And is travelling itself
such an awakening? The entire text is an attempt to
support a positive answer for this question. We can
awake from this infinite sleep by reading.
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The project of reuniting the
European continent in the context

born after the collapse of communism in Central and
Eastern Europe generated a substantial effort of re-
thinking the paradigmas laying at the basis of
designing the objectives of foreign policy of the main
players on the global scene. It is not deprived of rel-
evance that, in the 90s of the last century, globaliza-
tion or spreading worldwide is the process explaining
the mutations occurred on the international scene,
as a consequence of the disappearance of one of the
two strategic competitors of the Cold War. For many
observers or analysts of the global political scene,
the nature and finality of this process remain still con-
troversial subjects and with good reason. Frequent
reproaches were made concerning the truism,
vagueness and ideological resonance of the term,
the absence of consistence of the design suspected
to lay at the basis of the aggressive promotion, in the
name of globalization, of some values and principles
alleged universal, but belonging, in reality, to a dom-
inant power, the winner of the Cold War. 

An essential element to understand the
present status of mankind is represented by the way
we define and understand modernity. It can be seen

either as cultural development of a global civilization,
as a consequence of a process of uniformisation of
the cultures or the emergence, based on the Euro-
pean peculiarities, of an original matrix of possible
cultures proposed to mankind.

As far as we know until present, a sole fact is
certain: humanity enters a new stage of its millennial
development. It would be rational to admit that the
future being absolutely unpredictable, we can only
mark with guide marks, in the light of the past and in
the perspective of the realities of the present, the
clues of some possible future developments and to
evaluate their chances of achievement. What we can
say today with some precision about the future
regards generalization, during one or two generation,
of the capitalist type economy, process accompanied
by the extension of the democratic political regimes,
in forms and with peculiarities depending on the geo-
political context of the time where the system change
takes place. 

Henceforward we enter the moving sands of
speculations and of forced analogies, things that can
generate undesired confusions and false conclu-
sions. Such a false conclusion is the one concerning
the obligation to be a centre of the world. The world

A Possible Model of Political Globalization and Its 
Consequences Upon the European Union

by Ionut V ulpescu
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does not need a centre but the interaction of several
centres of power, of irradiation of ideas and models
of development generating those forces of change,
both needed for the progress of mankind.
The complexity of the world and of the political,
economic, social, cultural and, not least, of a spiritu-
al nature phenomenon obliges us to simplify and for-
mulate some models and scenarios, by means of
which we try to know the reality and to foresee the
future. These models and scenarios have their inher-
ent limits, their conceptual weaknesses and are finite
in time. Moreover, they become dangerous the
moment they cease to be open models and trans-
form in dogmas, as in the case of Marxism. There-
fore, any model, as seductive it may be from an intel-
lectual viewpoint, must be regarded with circumspec-
tion and evaluated critically. 

We cannot evolve, however, if we do not
elaborate permanently such models about the future,
to be submitted to public debate, for the purpose to
word public policies in various fields. Democracy is
and will remain a governing system based on public
debate. We do believe that it is useful to try to clear
up the way this change is produced and which will be
its consequences.

We will use, for this necessary exercise of
analysis, the model of political globalization pro-
posed by Jean Baechler. He proposes two concepts
by which he explains the political structure of global-
ization.  

The first concept, polity, defines a human

group, whose members agree mutually, to solve
unavoidable conflicts occurring within the group by
resorting to efficient mechanisms and procedures.
The second concept, transpolity, refers to the system
of interactions defined by at least two polities which,
in the absence of "political" mechanisms and
procedures, risks to see conflicts among them
degenerating in wars.

In other words, the polity is defined as a social
space of pacifist trend and the transpolity as a social
space of potential war. If we try to see at present a
probable political structure of globalization, says
Jean Baechler, it means we analyze the world we live
as a transpolity. This depends, as concerns setting
up and operation, of two main parameters, almost
exclusive: the number of polities included in the sys-
tem and their relative weigh, in terms of mobilizing
and/or mobilized power. 

Mixing the two parameters, the author defines
three trans-political systems, whose internal logic
and method of operation are very different. Thus, one
speaks of:
1. A dipolar system - whose logic is the same for
the case of a game in three or four polities - reunites
two polities of comparable power and does not know
any position of stable balance. In the end, the system
leads to imperial unifying of transpolity.
2. A multi-polar system, reuniting many tens of
polities, is intrinsically unstable, in the absence or
because of the rules of the game and because of the
impossibility of imposing the observance of the
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others' rules. Each polity has the interest to attack, to
be not attacked, case in which it gives birth to a sav-
age self-maintained war, leading to an unavoidable
political unifying by force.
3. An oligo-polar system, uniting and opposing
five to ten polities, of which one is not strong enough,
to impose in front of a coalition formed of all the
other, which leads the group towards successive bal-
ance positions, on long term.
Starting from these theoretical considerations, the
author tries to define the most probable configuration
of trans-polities at planet scale, considering the pres-
ent situation does not fit into any of the three
schemes        above-described. The end of the dipo-
lar game, characteristic to the Cold War period,
sanctioned the hegemony of the American hyper-
power, as Hubert Vedrine, former head of French
diplomacy, characterized the actual situation of the
Unites States of America. The hegemony, for Jean
Baechler, does not define a transpolity, but a transi-
tory situation. One thing or the other, he says, either
the hegemonic polity founds an empire as a matter of
fact, transforming, technically speaking, the trans-
polity in polity or the hegemony structure is disrupted
and a new trans-political system takes its place.
Globalization, understood as integration of the plan-
et and of the mankind in a unique American polity,
cannot be allowed and accepted.   

What for some represent the unacceptable,
for a famous representative of the American neo-
conservatism, professor Charles Krauthammer,

represents the future. "The world resulted immedi-
ately after the end of the Cold War is not a multi-polar
one. It is unipolar. The center of the world power is
represented by a superpower without competitors,
the United States of America, followed by the west-
ern allies", he wrote in a famous article, The Unipo-
lar Moment, published in "Foreign Affairs" magazine,
at the end of 1990. In the number in winter 2002-
2003 of The National Interest magazine, Krautham-
mer reverts upon those written in 1990 and publish-
es The Unipolar Moment Revisited, where he brings
solid arguments in supporting the   assertion that US
domination grew dramatically, in the last 12 years
elapsed from the publication of the first article. More,
impeding the occurrence of a new      strategic com-
petitor at global level, at least until 2025, represents
a strategic objective of external policies and of
defence of the United States of America.

After the terrorist attacks of 11 September
2001, the US unilateralism produces a first unipolar
crisis. It was centred on the essential question in the
unipolar era: who must define the purposes, the
objectives of the hegemonic? Donald Rumsfeld, for-
mer Secretary of Defense of the United States of
America, worded the classical definition of unilateral-
ism, when he says, with reference to the intervention
in Afghanistan:  the       mission determines the coali-
tion.

For the moment, the original situation of the
existing hegemony impeding the other components
of the political global system to finalize the evolution
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to an imperial structure is a good instrument to
understand the present, but it is useless to try to fore-
see the future. 

A global transpolity supported by two, three or
four polities is possible and plausible. A multi-polar
transpolity is not impossible, but it is less probable.
An oligo-polar solution is possible, plausible and
probable, writes Jean Baechler and adds: at the hori-
zon of one or two generation, the candidates to struc-
turing such a construction are known: the United
States, China, India, Russia, Europe, Brazil, Japan…
Retaining the oligo-polar hypothesis as being the
one to determine          globalization in the future, we
want to draw the lessons, which may serve for two
very different purposes. The first, of practical nature,
would be the one to take all measures considered
efficient to favour the establishment of an oligo-polar
global transpolity, if this occurs as being the most
desirable solution for the mankind. A cognitive use
would have for purpose   marking in the immediate
historical evolution the symptoms of plausible
emerging of this structure. 

The question that is raised: which might be
the internal logic of an oligo-polar global system. A
model analysis reduces the reality to its essential
components and gives shelter to all external distur-
bances, thing that must be considered when conclu-
sions are worded. Jean Baechler defines three fun-
damental characteristics of a power game with five-
ten major actors: the dominant strategy is defensive,
there is a net distinction between war and peace, and
the peace is based on balance. 

A game is oligo-polar, by definition, only when
no polity is strong enough, nor in reality or potential-
ly, in order to impose itself in front of a coalition
formed by all the other. If we assumes that all the
players are informed and rational, they find them-
selves in the        situation where none of them should
target hegemony and even less an empire, because
it is impossible.

A polity cannot give to its foreign policy but
only two tasks (objectives): security or power. In all
other situation, dipolar and multi-polar, the calculus
indicated they might be targeted by offensive strate-
gies, and      conquering the entire transpolity is the
intermediate objective that must be reached. When
all the polities will be destroyed in the benefit of the
final winner, the latter is enjoying an absolute securi-
ty and power, whatever its initial intentions or the
intention during ascending towards the empire were.

Security does not mean, in this case, cancel-
lation, by conquering, of any of the potential aggres-
sions but creating the needed capacities to reply suc-
cessfully to any of the possible attack.

Power does not express the ultimate triumph,
it must serve the prevention of the attacks by dis-
couraging or by proving to hold the capacity of reply-
ing to any threats. 

The capacity to prevent or to reject any attack
is not especially required from any polity, but to the
coalition which will be formed in case of an attack.
Such objectives of security and of power are also
more modest, because each polity must contribute
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with its part to the security and power to the alliance.
In this case, the distributive justice principle is
applied; the contribution of each polity to the com-
mon objective must be proportional with its objective
capacities.

The power balances in the real world are
changing by definition; they have their own dynamic,
influenced by a series of endogenous and exoge-
nous factors. In order to be useful to the analysis, the
model    proposed must incorporate these factors,
mirroring in the potential of each polity and in the
coefficient of mobilization reached at a certain time.
Each polity must know permanently the ratio of
forces and must prepare itself consequently.  
An actor cannot be satisfied to assist passively to a
change or to believe it is prepared for anything. He
must be constantly present on the trans-political
scene and must permanently adjust the strategies
depending on the new evolutions. These evolutions
may be mainly induced by factors acting either upon
the potential power, or upon the coefficient of
mobilization of the potential power. The scientific and
technological  innovation, knowledge   generally, is
part of the first     category of factors, together with
demography, economy and religion, ideology or poli-
cy, in other words all that can serve directly or
indirectly to the increase of the power of a polity. In
the second category of factors, influencing the coef-
ficient of power mobilization, fall general aspects of
institutional and organizational order and the effect of
innovations in this field may be quasi-instantaneous.  

At this time of re-defining the forces ratio at
global level, the European Union is at the end of a
cycle, dominated both by important transfers of
sovereignty from member states towards Brussels,
by the sole currency input and the enlargement to
the East. Sami Nair, professor of political sciences at
the Paris VIII University, resumes thus the state of
the Union: crisis of economic policies, deficit of proj-
ect and lost of confidence. For Romania, as well as
for the new member states of Eastern Europe, all
three      elements are critical.

The crisis of economic policies regards, in the
first place, the size of contributions of member
states, structuring the Budget of the Union, the PAC
reform, respectively, and the funds for regional
development. Romania is already part of this crisis,
by the fact that some development funds were prom-
ised after     accession, which are considered too
high by some of the members. 

The deficit of project will unfortunately gener-
ate, in its turn, big problems to the Union and to the
member states. Europe does not know where to go.
If it resumes to be only a space of free exchange,
what would be the meaning of a Constitution, with
specific provisions? If it desires to become a political
confederation, it must continue the process of re-
distribution of the prerogatives between Brussels
and the member sates, including sovereignty trans-
fer. 

Unfortunately, United Europe does not       rep-
resent anymore an economic and social alternative
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model. Desiring to compete with the US, the EU
adopted their model of economic development, with-
out any critical analysis, and without an evaluation of
the consequences. Choosing to fight with the
weapons of the Americans, the Europeans put them-
selves in a dangerous inferiority situation.

Uniformizing the development models, led
until ignoring peculiarities and comparative
advantages, is a big error and it may be straighten
up only by re-defining the European social develop-
ment model. It is more and more obvious that
Europe is born of a current of economic thinking,
with public policies associated to it, considering that
the social determines the economic. An economic
policy, regardless the motivations leading to its adop-
tion, is considered to be beneficial only to the extent
to which the
social gains are
maximized by the
respective policy,
in terms of labour
f o r c e
employment, of
e n v i r o n m e n t
quality, of social
capital develop-
ment, meaning by
this the increase
of the capacity of
the individuals to
respond to the

needs of the labour market, by professional forma-
tion and by constant education.

The European construction, by its updated
model, may be one of the structuring elements of the
globalization process, by correcting the disparities
generated by the ultra-liberal economic model.
Europe must propose itself to become one of the
poles and engines of the globalization process but
also an essential element of the power balance at
global level. 
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